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As Tex Harris's assignment as Human Rights Officer 
draws to a close, I want to record my appreciation for 
his outstanding work in a new, sensitive, and highly 
important area of U.S. foreign policy. Throughout the 
nearly two years he has been in Buenos Aires, my. 
colleagues in this Bureau and I have been deeply 
impressed with the energy, dedication, and high level 
of professional skill Tex brought to his work. The 
very broad range of contacts he developed in the 
Argentine human rights community and with victims of 
human rights abuses enabled him to add, through his 
many reports, a new and well-rounded dimension to our 
understanding of developments and trends in that 
country . This information and analysis have been of 
invaluable assistance to the Department in monitoring 
events in Argentina and in developing policies to 
further U.S. human rights objectives. His efforts, 
in dealing with Argentine officials, with human rights 
organizations, with other individuals and groups in 
Argentina, have been fully consonant with the aims of 
U.S. human rights policy and have resulted in signifi- 
cant progress toward the achievement of the objectives 
of this policy. The vigor and skill with which he 
carried out his tasks in this highly-charged area, 
often amidst controversy which required him to prod or 
challenge his superiors, are a tribute to his honesty, 
conviction, and professional effectiveness. 

It is clear to me that his sustained dedication, 
many hours of voluntary overtime, and achievements have 
also resulted in identifying the U.S., and the U.S. 
Embassy, in a very practical way with the principles 
of human dignity and freedom in significant sectors of 
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Argentine society. His activities have conveyed very 
clearly the message that we practice what we preach, 
and that the friends of human rights, and the victims 
of abuse, can look seriously to the U.S. as a champion 
of these values. Many Argentines have told me this 
personally, and members of my staff have received 
similar comments from countless others. 

His contribution has been enormous, and I am 
confident you join me in wishing him success in his 
new position. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Ambassador 
Barnes with a request that it be included in Tex's 
personnel file. 


Sincerely, 
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.Assistant Secretary for 
Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Affairs 


cc: ARA - Ambassador Vaky 

DG - Ambassador Barnes 







